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ABSTRACT
Abstract

The Ramayana, a seminal work in ancient Indian literature, is an epic narrative
traditionally attributed to the illustrious sage Valmiki, renowned for his profound
contributions to India’s literary and spiritual heritage. The Ramayana stands as a
remarkable repository of ethical values and moral teachings that have consistently
influenced societal norms and values across generations. The pivotal tenets of dharma,
satyam, bhakti, seva, vairagya, karma, and sacrifice constitute the very essence of this
epic. In addition to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata stands as one of the two grand
epics that collectively represent the pinnacle of ancient Indian literary achievement,
offering profound philosophical and moral teachings that remain relevant in
contemporary discourse. Objective: The study aims to distinguish between the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata and to examine which is more effective in the context
of today’s modern life. Methods: This study is descriptive and empirical by nature,
based on secondary sources. Results and Discussion: The differences between the
Ramayana and Mahabharata have been explored in connection with Themes and
Narrative Focus, central characters, Plot Structure, Philosophical and Ethical
Teachings, Ethical Dilemmas and Decision-Making, among other aspects. Conclusion:
Both of these ancient epics proffer lasting insights into the realms of governance and
leadership that remain relevant today. The Ramayana sets a benchmark for virtuous
conduct and a sense of duty. At the same time, the Mahabharata meticulously examines
the pragmatic aspects of power dynamics and the ethical conflicts inherent in
leadership.

INTRODUCTION
Moral and Philosophical Teachings of the Ramayana and Mahabharata

The Ramayana, a seminal work in ancient Indian literature, is an epic narrative
traditionally attributed to the illustrious sage Valmiki, renowned for his profound
contributions to India’s literary and spiritual heritage. This epic is regarded as one of
the two principal Sanskrit epics that have significantly shaped the cultural fabric of
ancient Indian society, alongside the equally monumental Mahabharata, as noted by
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Rajagopalachari in 2001. Within the narrative structure of the Ramayana, moral and
spiritual principles are meticulously articulated and conveyed through the lives and
experiences of its diverse characters. The text underscores essential values that include
dharma, which can be translated as duty or righteousness; satyam, meaning truth; bhakti,
understood as devotion; seva, which refers to selfless service; vairagya, denoting
detachment; karma, signifying action; and the concept of sacrifice. These foundational
principles are vividly exemplified in the lives and actions of the epic’s principal figures,
such as Rama, Sita, Lakshmana, and Hanuman, whose journeys embody these values in
various forms.

The Ramayana stands as a remarkable repository of ethical values and moral teachings
that have consistently influenced societal norms and values across generations. The
pivotal tenets of dharma, satyam, bhakti, seva, vairagya, karma, and sacrifice constitute
the very essence of this epic narrative, illustrating the notion that the pursuit of
righteousness is intricately linked to one’s sense of duty, devotion, selflessness, and an
unwavering spirit of courage, as articulated by Rajagopalachari in 2001. These timeless
principles have retained their significance not only within the cultural and religious
frameworks of India but also have transcended borders, offering universal lessons on
ethics, values, and the complexities of human nature that resonate with individuals from
diverse backgrounds and traditions.

In addition to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata stands as one of the two grand epics that
collectively represent the pinnacle of ancient Indian literary achievement. It provides
profound philosophical and moral teachings that continue to be relevant in
contemporary discourse, as noted by Rajagopalachari in 2002. While the Mahabharata
narrates the dramatic events surrounding the Kurukshetra War and the ensuing destinies
of the Kaurava and Pandava clans, it transcends its narrative framework to impart
timeless principles related to dharma, karma, truth, devotion, and a multitude of other
ethical considerations. Among its many revered sections, the Bhagavad Gita stands out
as the most celebrated philosophical discourse, presenting a profound exploration of the
complexities of duty, detachment, and the quest for liberation through a dialogue
between the divine figure Krishna and the warrior Arjuna.

The Mahabharata is characterised by its rich narrative depth and extensive engagement
with complex philosophical concepts, including the intricate notions of dharma, karma,
self-control, truth, devotion, and the transient nature of existence. The wisdom
enshrined within the Mahabharata, particularly in the Bhagavad Gita, has played a
pivotal role in shaping Hindu philosophy and continues to exert a significant influence
over individuals and communities worldwide, as highlighted by Rajagopalachari in
2002. This epic is not merely a narrative but rathera complex tapestry of multilayered
themes that delve into the intricacies of dharma, karma, divine intervention, sacrifice,
and the moral dichotomy between good and evil. The teachings embedded within this
literary masterpiece continue to offer moral guidance and profound philosophical
insights, solidifying its status as one of the most essential and enduring works in the
vast corpus of world literature.
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Objective: This study aims to distinguish between the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
and to examine which is more effective in the context of today’s modern life.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

This study is descriptive and empirical, based on secondary sources, which include
primarily the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, as well as other books, articles,
websites, and web-based journals published over various periods.

Analysis: The materials collected from different sources have been scrutinised, verified,
and organised systematically under appropriate headings in a manner that provides the
requisite proof, presentation, and conclusion.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Differences Between the Ramayana and the Mahabharata

The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are undeniably recognised as two of the most
pivotal and influential epic narratives that occupy a central position within the vast
corpus of Indian literature. These monumental texts have had a profound and lasting
impact on India’s cultural, religious, and philosophical landscape, effectively shaping
the beliefs, customs, and ethical frameworks of countless generations. Although
both epics are venerated as foundational texts within the Hindu tradition, they
exhibit significant differences in terms of their narrative structures, thematic
elements, character development, and underlying philosophical principles.

1. Authorship and Origins

Ramayana: The Ramayana is traditionally credited to the sage Valmiki, who holds the
esteemed title of the first poet, or Adi Kavi, within the realm of Sanskrit literature, as
noted by Rajagopalachari in 2001. It is generally accepted that this epic was composed
during the historical period spanning from approximately 500 BCE to 100 BCE, even
though the events described within its verses are set in the mythical Treta Yuga, which
is recognised as the second age in the Hindu cosmological framework. The primary
narrative of the Ramayana revolves around the compelling story of Prince Rama,
detailing his exile, the abduction ofhis virtuous wife Sita by the formidable demon king
Ravana, and subsequently, Rama’s relentless quest to rescue her from captivity. The
overarching concern of this epic centres on the duties and responsibilities of individuals,
particularly concerning their roles within both family structures and the broader societal
context.

Mahabharata: On the other hand, the Mahabharata, which is attributed to the revered
sage Vyasa, stands out as the longest epic in the history of world literature,
encompassing a staggering total of over 100,000 verses, as highlighted by
Rajagopalachari in 2002. This monumental work was composed over a protracted span
of several centuries, with its earliest known portions dating back to approximately 400
BCE. In stark contrast to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata presents an elaborate and
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intricate narrative that chronicles the dramatic saga of the Pandavas and the Kauravas,
two rival factions within a royal family whose bitter dispute ultimately culminates in
the catastrophic Kurukshetra War. While the epic is predominantly focused on the battle
itself, it also incorporates a myriad of philosophical discourses, including the profound
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita, in which Lord Krishna imparts invaluable spiritual
wisdom to the conflicted warrior Arjuna.

2. Themes and Narrative Focus

Ramayana: The central theme that pervades the narrative of the Ramayana is the
concept of dharma, which can be understood as righteousness, particularly about the
ideal conduct of individuals in the face of adversity and hardship. Rama, the protagonist
and heroic figure of the epic, embodies the principle of Svadharma, which signifies an
individual’s duty to fulfil their designated role within society. He willingly sacrifices
his personal desires to uphold the solemn word of his father, as noted by
Rajagopalachari in 2001. This epic serves as a moral allegory for the eternal struggle
between good and evil, with Rama symbolising virtue and righteousness while Ravana
epitomises vice and moral corruption. The narrative emphasises essential moral values
such as loyalty, honour, and devotion, which are vividly illustrated through the actions
and character of Sita, who exemplifies unwavering purity and steadfast loyalty
throughout the trials she endures.

Mahabharata: In contrast to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata delves into a far more
complex and nuanced exploration of the themes surrounding dharma, as indicated by
Rajagopalachari in 2002. This epic intricately examines how individuals navigate
through difficult and often contradictory moral dilemmas in a world rife with ambiguity
and uncertainty. Unlike the Ramayana, where the delineation between good and evil is
distinctly clear-cut, the Mahabharata features a wide array of characters who occupy
morally ambiguous positions, thereby complicating the narrative’s ethical landscape. A
notable example of this moral complexity is embodied in the character of Karna, who
is portrayed as a tragic hero fiercely loyal to the Kauravas, despite possessing a profound
awareness of their wrongdoing. The Mahabharata presents a richly woven tapestry of
narratives in which themes of justice, power, and familial loyalty are often in conflict,
ultimately offering no straightforward resolutions to the intricate moral quandaries that
arise throughout its extensive storyline.

3. The Central Characters

Ramayana: The principal figures that inhabit the narrative landscape of the Ramayana
include the heroic Rama, the virtuous Sita, the loyal Lakshmana, and the formidable
antagonist Ravana. Rama, who is regarded as a divine incarnation of the revered god
Vishnu, exemplifies the quintessential hero archetype through his remarkable bravery,
profound compassion, and unwavering commitment to upholding his dharma, which
can be understood as one’s moral duty and ethical obligations. In stark contrast, Sita,
who fulfils the role of Rama’s devoted wife, embodies the ideals of purity and
unwavering loyalty, exemplifying the virtues highly esteemed in the cultural context of
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the epic. Furthermore, Lakshmana, who is Rama’s younger brother, stands as a
testament to familial devotion, serving as Rama’s steadfast companion throughout their
arduous exile. On the opposing end of the moral spectrum, Ravana, the demon king and
the primary antagonist, orchestrates the abduction of Sita. This act ignites the central
conflict around which the entire epic revolves, thereby setting in motion a series of
events that test the characters’ virtues and resolve (Rajagopalachari, 2001).

Mahabharata: In stark contrast to the relatively straightforward character dynamics of
the Ramayana, the Mahabharata presents an extensive and intricate cast of characters,
with the five Pandavas—Yudhishthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula, and Sahadeva—
occupying the forefront of this grand narrative. Each of these five brothers symbolises
distinct and multifaceted aspects of human nature, with Yudhishthira epitomising
wisdom and truthfulness, Bhima representing immense physical strength, and Arjuna
showcasing unparalleled skill in archery. Moreover, Nakula and Sahadeva are often
associated with loyalty and a spirit of service, contributing to the overall moral fabric
of the narrative. In addition to the Pandavas, the Kauravas, particularly the character of
Duryodhana, who serves as the principal antagonist, and Karna, often regarded as the
tragic hero of the story, play pivotal roles that significantly influence the unfolding of
the narrative’s complex plot. This elaborate web of interconnected characters introduces
a rich tapestry of moral ambiguity and ethical dilemmas, as even those who find
themselves on opposing sides of the conflict exhibit moments of both virtue and vice,
thereby enriching the philosophical depth of the tale (Rajagopalachari, 2002).

4. Plot Structure

Ramayana: When examining the narrative structure of the Ramayana, one observes
that it adheres to a linear progression that is relatively straightforward. The tale begins
with the miraculous birth of Rama, then transitions into his subsequent exile, followed
by the dramatic abduction of Sita, and ultimately culminates in Rama’s triumphant
defeat of Ravana, leading to his long-awaited return to the city of Ayodhya. Central to
this epic is the consistent theme of Rama’s unwavering adherence to dharma, as he
navigates through a series of challenging circumstances that test his moral fortitude.
Although the plot unfolds in an episodic manner, it maintains a coherent sense of moral
clarity and progression, guiding the audience through the trials and tribulations that
define the characters’ journeys within the narrative (Rajagopalachari, 2001).

Mahabharata: In contrast, the Mahabharata presents a far more intricate and
multifaceted narrative structure, characterised by a multitude of stories woven together
in an elaborate tapestry. At the heart of this epic lies the central conflict known as the
Kurukshetra War, which is intricately preceded by the pivotal game of dice that leads
tothe Pandavas’ exile. Additionally, a plethora of subplots, including the intriguing tales
of Shakuni, Bhishma, and Draupadi, further enrich the narrative, adding layers of
complexity and depth to the overarching story. One cannot overlook the significance of
the Bhagavad Gita. This profound philosophical dialogue unfolds between the warrior
Arjuna and the divine charioteer Krishna on the eve of battle, serving as an integral
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component of the larger narrative framework. This expansive and intricate structure not
only enhances the richness of the epic but also facilitates an exploration of a vast array
of themes, including duty, revenge, and the profound consequences that arise from the
ravages of war (Rajagopalachari, 2002).

5. Philosophical and Ethical Teachings

Ramayana: The Ramayana is predominantly focused on the idealistic pursuit of
dharma, particularly within the context of familial relationships and the obligations that
arise from them. The journey of Rama is frequently interpreted as a model for
individuals to emulate in their own lives, as it illustrates the importance of maintaining
righteousness and ethical integrity, even when faced with the profound challenges of
personal loss and suffering. The narrative promotes noble virtues such as honour,
unwavering loyalty, and selflessness, thereby providing a moral compass for its
audience to aspire to in their daily lives (Rajagopalachari, 2001).

Mahabharata: Conversely, the Mahabharata engages in a more nuanced and
sophisticated philosophical discourse regarding the nature of dharma. Through the
teachings conveyed in the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna articulates to Arjunathat the concept
of dharma is not always a straightforward or easily discernible principle; rather, it often
demands interpretation within the broader context of personal responsibility, the welfare
of the greater community, and the intricate nature of the self. This epic delves deeply
into profound concepts, such as karma, which refers to the consequences of one’s
actions, Bhakti, denoting devotion, and Jnana, which signifies knowledge. It suggests
that the moral questions encountered throughout life are frequently ambiguous and
necessitate profound introspection and contemplation (Rajagopalachari, 2002).

6. Cultural and Religious Significance

Ramayana: The Ramayana, an epic poem of considerable stature, has served as an
essential pillar of both religious beliefs and cultural practices across the vast regions of
India and Southeast Asia, particularly manifesting through various artistic expressions
such as dance, theatrical performances, and significant religious celebrations including
the widely revered festival of Diwali. The core ideals embedded within this monumental
text—namely, those of unwavering devotion, unassailable truth, and the profound
concept of dharma—are fundamentally central to the intricate tapestry of Hindu
religious life, as articulated by Rajagopalachari in 2001, thereby reinforcing the epic’s
enduring impact on spiritual and cultural identity.

Mahabharata: In a similar vein, the Mahabharata emerges as a foundational text that
plays a pivotal role in the evolution of Indian philosophical thought, particularly through
the exposition of the Bhagavad Gita, which has left a transformative mark on
generations of thinkers, philosophers, and political leaders. The intricate teachings
encapsulated within this epic regarding the essence of duty, the nature of righteousness,
and the moral complexities inherent in human existence have yielded lasting
implications that resonate across diverse domains such as governance, ethical
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frameworks, and personal conduct, as noted by Rajagopalachari in 2002, thereby
solidifying the Mahabharata’s influence on both historical and contemporary
discourses.

7. Tone and Mood

Ramayana: The tone that permeates the narrative of the Ramayana is predominantly
idealistic, characterised by a pronounced emphasis on the inherent righteousness
exhibited by its central characters. This moral clarity, which positions Rama as the
quintessential embodiment of virtue and Ravana as the stark representation of
malevolence, effectively establishes the overarching tone for an epic that meticulously
explores the adherence to dharma, as expounded by Rajagopalachari in 2001, thus
inviting readers into a world where moral absolutes are vividly depicted.

Mahabharata: In stark contrast to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata unfolds with a tone
that is decidedly tragic and reflective, capturing the multifaceted complexities of life,
the inexorable nature of war, and the moral ambivalence that shadows its characters.
The sombre mood that pervades this epic is accentuated by the philosophical dialogues
found within the Bhagavad Gita, which delve into the internal struggles and dilemmas
faced by its characters, thereby providing a more nuanced and layered understanding of
the intricate moral questions that define human existence, as highlighted by
Rajagopalachari in 2002.

Ramayana and Mahabharata in the Context of Contemporary Politics

In the current political climate—characterised by deep-seated polarisation, ethical
ambiguity, and an escalating demand for accountability—the ancient Indian epics
known as the Ramayana and Mahabharata continue to provide invaluable insights that
speak to the heart of political and ethical discourse. These timeless texts are not merely
literary masterpieces; they also serve as profound ethical and philosophical treatises that
address issues of governance, the nature of power, and the principles of moral conduct.
Despite their composition occurring millennia ago and their transmission through oral
traditions before being inscribed in the classical language of Sanskrit, as noted by
Brockington in 1998, the relevance of these narratives remains strikingly pertinent to
contemporary society. Each epic, however, approaches the intricate political and moral
questions inherent in human governance with a distinct perspective. While the
Ramayana tends to present an idealised archetype of leadership, the Mahabharata offers
a more realistic portrayal of the complex and often tumultuous nature of political life.

Ramayana: Idealism, Dharma, and Ethical Leadership

Attributed to the revered sage Valmiki, the Ramayana intricately weaves the life story
of Rama, who is depicted as a divine prince and ultimately the rightful king of Ayodhya.
The foundational essence of this epic is steeped in the principles of dharma, which
signifies righteous duty, and it portrays Rama as the Maryada Purushottama, or the
perfect man, representing the ideal ruler. The construction of his character is
meticulously designed to embody the virtues of unwavering moral integrity, boundless
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patience, equitable justice, and profound self-sacrifice, as articulated by Goldman from
1984 to 2009, thus establishing Rama as a paragon of ethical leadership.

Political Relevance of the Ramayana Today

Leadership and Integrity: The decision made by Rama to voluntarily enter exile in
order touphold his father’s promise—despite the legitimate legal claim he possessed to
the throne—serves as a powerful testament to his profound commitment to dharma and
selfless leadership, as emphasised by Bhattacharyain 2011. Such a model of leadership
resonates deeply in contemporary discourse, where there is a growing call for political
leaders to prioritise the welfare of the public over their personal ambitions or quests for
power.

Ethical Governance: Rama’s reign, often idealised and referred to as Rama Rajya, is
depicted as a period marked by unparalleled justice, widespread prosperity, and a moral
order meticulously maintained. This idealised governance symbolises a political utopia
rooted in righteousness. This concept has been invoked by modern leaders such as
Mahatma Gandhi, who have utilised it as a metaphor for ethical governance, as noted
by both Doniger in 2009 and Sen in 2005, thereby underscoring the enduring legacy of
the Ramayana in shaping contemporary political ideals and practices.

Public Perception and Justice: A critical and pivotal turning point in the ancient Indian
epic known as the Ramayana occurs at a moment when the heroic figure of Rama, who
is a central character in the narrative, makes the fateful decision to exile his wife, Sita,
based primarily on the pervasive public suspicion surrounding her purity and chastity,
a suspicion that persists even in the face of her trial by fire, a trial which was intended
to serve as a definitive proof of her virtue. This significant event reflects an enduring
and complex political dilemma that has been faced by rulers throughout history: should
a leader acquiesce to the whims and opinions of the public, or should they remain
steadfast and uphold their own moral principles and personal convictions? In this
instance, Rama ultimately chooses the former option, which raises questions about the
nature of leadership and morality that continue to resonate in contemporary democratic
societies, where public opinion often plays a critical role in shaping political decisions
and actions (Goldman, 1984-2009).

Limitations in Modern Application: Despite the enduring appeal and relevance of the
Ramayana to certain aspects of human experience and governance, it is important to
recognise that this ancient text may appear excessively idealised and simplistic when
evaluated against the backdrop of today’s multifaceted and intricate world. The
narrative frequently portrays moral scenarios in stark black-and-white terms, often
prioritising themes of obedience and sacrifice, which may not align seamlessly with the
pluralistic and rights-based governance systems that characterise modern democratic
societies (Brockington, 1998).

Mahabharata: Power, Realpolitik, and Moral Ambiguity
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In stark contrast to the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, an epic that is traditionally
attributed to the sage Vyasa, presents a narrative of profound complexity and richness.
This monumental text comprises over 100,000 verses and intricately weaves together
elements of mythology, history, philosophy, and political discourse, creating a tapestry
that not only recounts the legendary Kurukshetra war but also delves deeply into the
underlying motivations, ethical conflicts, and the burdens associated with leadership
and governance (Hiltebeitel, 2001).

Political Relevance of the Mahabharata Today

Realpolitik and Power Dynamics: Within the Mahabharata, characters such as
Duryodhana and Shakuni exemplify the ruthless and often unscrupulous pursuit of
power, demonstrating a willingness to manipulate laws, kinship ties, and traditional
norms to secure their interests. This portrayal mirrors the strategies frequently employed
in real-world political contexts, where tactics such as propaganda, the formation of
strategic alliances, the exploitation of legal loopholes, and acts of betrayal are
commonplace, illustrating the often-stark realities of political manoeuvring in
contemporary society (Doniger, 2009; Sullivan, 1990).

Ethical Dilemmas and Decision-Making: The Bhagavad Gita, which constitutes a
significant portion of the Mahabharata, poignantly captures the moment of crisis faced
by Arjuna on the battlefield, as he finds himself paralysed by the weight of personal
relationships and the responsibilities of public duty. In this moment of existential
conflict, Krishna, who serves as Arjuna’s divine charioteer, implores him to perform his
duties as a warrior without attachment to the outcomes of his actions, thereby laying the
philosophical groundwork for the concept of detached action known as Nishkama
Karma. This philosophical perspective resonates profoundly within the realm of modemn
politics, where decision-making often necessitates a degree of emotional detachment
and a commitment to value-based reasoning (Hiltebeitel, 2001; Sen, 2005).

Advisory Structures and Strategic Wisdom: The pivotal role played by Krishna as
Arjuna’s charioteer and counsellor underscores the critical importance of having
informed, wise, and judicious advisers in the realm of political decision-making. The
absence of such guidance can lead to catastrophic and disastrous choices, as illustrated
by the tragic fate of the Kauravas, who ultimately ignore the sage counsel of Vidura,
leading to their downfall (Sullivan, 1990).

Accountability and Collateral Damage: The epic narrative of the Mahabharata does
not shy away from exploring the tragic and harrowing costs associated with war, which
include the deaths of esteemed teachers, innocent children, and entire dynasties, thereby
presenting a multifaceted view of the complexities of conflict. Even the Pandavas, who
emerge victorious from the war, are left grappling with profound moral and emotional
devastation, forcing the reader to confront the unsettling question: Can a political
objective ever be justified if the price of achieving it is the profound destruction of
society and the loss of countless lives? (Hiltebeitel, 2001).
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Public Narratives and Manipulation: Within the narrative, characters such as Karna
suffer immensely due to class-based discrimination and the proliferation of false
narratives regarding his origins and identity. The manipulation of truth and the distortion
of reality emerge as significant themes within the Mahabharata, drawing parallels to the
contemporary issues of media influence and the pervasive “post-truth” dynamics that
characterise modern society (Pattanaik, 2010). The comparative strengths and suitability
of the Ramayana and Mahabharata are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Comparative Strengths and Suitability

Theme Ramayana Mahabharata

Ethical Model Idealistic, personal dharma Contextual, political dharma

Leadership Rama as moral exemplar Krishna as strategic guide

Complexity Clear moral choices Moral ambiguity, multiple truths

Political Insight | Limited statecraft Deep exploration of power,
diplomacy

Public King’s accountability to Influence of perception and

Perception people narrative

Which Epic Best Corresponds to Contemporary Political Dynamics?

For Moral Instruction: The Ramayana serves as a comprehensive manual for personal
integrity and virtue, presenting a moral framework that can significantly guide
individuals in positions of leadership towards ethical governance. In this regard, leaders
who are intent on reforming existing systems, fostering trust among their constituents,
and governing with unwavering integrity can find invaluable lessons in the exemplary
life and actions of Rama, as elaborated upon in the works of Bhattacharya (2011) and
Goldman (1984-2009).

For Political Tactics and Intricacies: Conversely, the Mahabharata appears to be more
aptly suited for the intricate processes involved in political negotiations, the art of
coalition-building, the nuances of conflict resolution, and the challenges of leadership
in situations characterised by moral ambiguity and complexity. This epic acknowledges
the reality that political endeavours frequently involve a delicate balance of
compromise, the potential for betrayal, and the often-unforeseen consequences that
accompany strategic decisions, as discussed by Hiltebeitel (2001) and Sen (2005).

CONCLUSION
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In summation, both of these ancient epics proffer lasting insights into the realms of
governance and leadership that remain relevant today. The Ramayana sets a benchmark
for virtuous conduct and a sense of duty. At the same time, the Mahabharata
meticulously examines the pragmatic aspects of power dynamics and the ethical
conflicts inherent in leadership. In this current epoch characterised by political
turbulence, rampant disinformation, and constantly shifting alliances, it is the
Mahabharata that may provide us with a more robust framework for comprehending the
ethical dilemmas and strategic choices that contemporary leaders must navigate daily.
Nevertheless, the Ramayana continues to serve as an indispensable moral anchor,
persistently reminding us that wielding power devoid of foundational principles
ultimately leads to disastrous consequences.

While both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata stand as cornerstones of Hindu cultural
heritage, they illuminate different facets of the human experience and condition. The
Ramayana predominantly emphasises idealised virtues and delineates clear moral
choices, whereas the Mahabharata confronts and grapples with intricate dilemmas and
the inherent ambiguities that characterise human nature. Collectively, these two epics
offer profound insights into the Hindu worldview, exploring various themes related to
dharma, or moral duty.

Ultimately, it is my considered judgment that a comprehensive and balanced political
vision necessitates the integration of both elements: the aspirational moral ideals
encapsulated in the Ramayana, alongside the pragmatic and realistic wisdom embodied
in the Mahabharata.
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